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Sabbatical and Study Leave Continues

Session Highlights

Pastor Yvonne will be continuing her sabbatical
and study leave for most of this month. She plans
to be back in town and leading worship on June
30th.

Stated Meeting – April 28th
The Session:
• Reviewed and approved the financial report
for March.
• Received the audit report for the 2018
financial records (with the exception of
December) from the Finance Committee. No
problems were found.
• Reviewed and accepted a bid from H&A
Flooring (located in Hildebran) to replace the
carpet in the sanctuary and down the stairs to
the old fellowship hall. The bid is $5,764.63.
We currently have $5,430.00 of designated
funds in the bank for this project, which
leaves $334.63 to cover the expenses. That
amount has been promised to the church by a
group of people. So … thanks be to God and
all who donated money to fulfill this need,
we will soon have new carpet in the church.
• Pastor Yvonne gave the Session contact
information for the supply preachers and the
person covering pastoral care needs during
her sabbatical and study leave. She also gave
them a basic itinerary of where she plans to
be for each of the eight weeks.
• The Session continued their conversation
regarding the budget shortfalls and will
continue praying for God’s guidance and the
help of people who can assist with brainstorming as they seek to be good stewards
and wise managers of the church’s resources.

In her absence the following people will be
preaching and leading worship:
• June 02nd, June 09th and June 23rd – Rev. Dr.
James Cockerham
• June 16th – Rick Leissner, CLP
If you have a pastoral need while Pastor Yvonne
is on sabbatical and study leave, please call your
shepherd elder and/or Judy Galey, Clerk of
Session, and one of them will get in touch with
the person who will be covering pastoral care.
***************************************
No April and May
Financial Reports
Due to Pastor Yvonne being on sabbatical and
study leave last month and this month, the
financial data has not been entered into the
spreadsheets which are used to generate the usual
financial reports. An up-to-date report will be
included in the next newsletter.
***************************************
Some Bible Trivia
The theme for this month is: inventors.
1. Who was the first person to practice wine
making?
2. What righteous man started the practice of
herding sheep?
3. What mighty man was the first hunter?
4. Who invented farming?
5. Who invented the art of working with metal?
6. Who was the first man to build a city?
7. Who invented music making?
8. Who invented tents?

***************************************
The Pastor’s Ponderings
Friends, we will soon celebrate the birth of the
Church on Pentecost Sunday and officially enter
what is commonly called ‘ordinary time’.
Ordinary time is the season of the church year
when we Christians focus on the disciplines of the
faith, those disciplines which get us through the
hard times, through the confusing time and
through the boring times. Below is an article from
the April 14, 1999 issue of The Christian Century
which can help us remember that our Christian
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disciplines of prayer, tithing, worship, service,
Bible study, confession and repentance, etc. are
not just duties we perform to maintain our
spiritual health (like exercise of our physical
bodies) but they can also be like the familiar
settings of our homes. Like our favorite chair,
photographs of family and friends, cherished
‘treasures’ from vacations and celebrations, or
our most comfortable shoes, our spiritual
disciplines can help us experience being at home
with God wherever we are.

in fear, in life, in death, in joy, in suffering.
When we are at home with God, even the most
difficult days are infused with abundant life.
Twenty-five years ago, St. Elizabeth’s Hospital
in Washington, D.C., was a federal facility with
more than 4,000 psychiatric patients, most of
them poor and black. As a chaplain intern I was
assigned to the cancer ward, where certain
death added an extra layer to the human despair.
One day I entered an isolation unit to find a
wretched shell of a human being – legs and
arms chewed up by gangrene, sweat pouring out
of a shaking, stinking body. “Dear God,” I
thought, “what can I possibly say to this man?”

At Home in God
Susan Andrews 1
Margaret Wise Brown's The Runaway Bunny is
a book for children of all ages. It is the story of
a little bunny who dreams about running away
from home, only to find “home” wherever he
ends up. His mommy does not stop him from
running away, but she does not leave him either.
When he climbs a tree, the tree is in the shape
of Mommy. When he travels the ocean, the
wind is in the shape of Mommy. When he joins
the circus, the trapeze artist is shaped like
Mommy. Finally, Bunny gets the point. “Aw,
shucks!” he says, “I might just as well stay
home and be your little bunny.” Which he does.

The answer came intuitively. The words of the
Lord’s Prayer and the Twenty-third Psalm
suddenly welled up within me. As the familiar
cadence filled that putrid room, the creature
before me changed. He stopped shaking. He
looked into my eyes and began to speak the
words with me. In that moment, he traveled
back home, back into the rooms of a long-lost
faith. When this child of the covenant died an
hour later, he had been welcomed by a loving
God who had never left him.
In life and in death, we belong to God. In life
and in death, we are at home in God. But the
reverse is also true. God needs and wants to be
at home in us. God needs and wants to abide in
us.

Whether we are bunnies or sheep or people, we
cannot run away from God. God is our home,
and like the early ark of the Israelites, God
travels with us wherever we go. The apostle
Paul reminds us that “nothing can separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord,
… neither death nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation.”

Author Joyce Rupp recounts an Ethiopian
legend about a shepherd boy named Alemayu.
One night he was stranded on a frozen
mountain, clothed only in a thin wrap. When he
arrived back home, the villagers were amazed
that he had survived so well. When asked to
explain he said, “The night was bitter. When all
the sky was dark, I thought I would die. Then
far, far off I saw a shepherd's fire on another
mountain. I kept my eyes on the red glow in the
distance, and I dreamed of being warm. And

[Scripture] offers us several images of God as
home. God is both shepherd and host, pasture
and valley, mansion and fortress, still water and
open gate. Whatever the circumstances of our
lives, God is with us – in peace, in war, in hope,
Susan Andrews is general presbyter of Hudson River
Presbytery in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
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that is how I had the strength to survive.” Hope
is the home within us, the home where God
lives, the home where God abides.

First thought – as in “first light” –
let me be aware that I waken in You.
Before I even think that I am in my bed
let me think that I am in You.
Each hour wake me further to find You.
Let me relish in You, exult in You,
play in You, be faithful in You.
Let me be wholly present
to living the gift of time.

Rest, restoration and security are the promises
of scripture. And they are promised even and
especially in the midst of [hatred] and danger
and death. But such blessed assurance comes
with a price. We come to trust a dependable
God only when we embrace a dependable
discipline. In Acts we learn that the Pentecost
church grew through devotion and discipline.

Pastor Yvonne

***************************************
Some Father’s Day Humor
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Acts 2: [Those who had been saved] devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone, because
many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. 44 All who believed were together and
had all things in common; 45 they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as
they spent much time together in the temple, they
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad
and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having
the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being
saved.

Dear Dad, $chool i$ really great. I am making
lot$ of friend$ and $tudying very hard. With all
my $tuff, I $imply can’t think of anything I need,
$o if you would like, you can ju$t $end me a card,
a$ I would love to hear from you. Love, Your $on
Dear Son, I kNOw that astroNOmy, ecoNOmics,
and oceaNOgraphy are eNOugh to keep even an
hoNOr student busy. Do NOt forget that the
pursuit of kNOwledge is a NOble task, and you
can never study eNOugh. Love, Dad
**********
Jake: What does your father do for a living?
Matt: He's a magician. He performs tricks, like
sawing people in half.
Jake: Do you have any brothers or sisters?
Matt: Yep, four half-sisters and a half-brother.

Day by day the new converts spent time
together in the temple. Day by day they broke
bread at home, and ate with glad and generous
hearts. Day by day they praised God, sold their
possessions and distributed the proceeds
according to need. And day by day, God added
to their number, and added abundantly to their
already abundant life. Like any home, [our
relationship with] God needs care and attention
and honor. But once we have restored and been
restored at home we can then go forth to give
care and attention and honor to the world.

**********
New and Improved?
A little girl was sitting in her father’s lap as he
read her a goodnight story. From time to time, she
would take her eyes off the book and reach up to
touch his wrinkled cheek. By and by she was
alternately stroking her own cheek, then his
again.

In the spiritual world, none of us is ever
homeless. Each day we wake up as residents in
the homeland of God. In these words from her
poem “Awakening,” Gunilla Norris offers us a
daybreak prayer:

Finally she spoke, Daddy, did God make you?”
“Yes, sweetheart” he answered, “God made me a
long time ago.”
“Oh she said.” “Daddy, did God make me too?”
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along on a horse-drawn carriage ride through the
city, bringing roses and gifts to home-bound
fathers.

“Yes, indeed honey” he assured her. “God made
you just a little while ago.”
“Oh” she said. Feeling their respective faces
again, she observed, “God’s getting better at it
now isn't he?”

**************************************
Some Father’s Day History

While Congress was quick to officially declare
the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day in
1914, after it was first celebrated on May 10,
1908, it took much longer for Father’s Day to be
legally recognized. But thanks to Dodd’s
celebration, Father’s Day steadily gained
popularity.

Did you know that the idea for Father’s Day
occurred 100 years ago? You might wonder how
it all began. Well, here is the story as told by
Remy Melina in an online article of Life’s Little
Mysteries: https://www.livescience.com/10697father-day-turns-100.html

In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge said that he
supported it, in order to establish closer
relationships between fathers and their children
and to impress upon fathers the full measure of
their obligations, according to the Library of
Congress.

Father's Day is celebrating its 100th anniversary
this year on June 19, and it all began when a
young woman wanted to honor her dad.

And the holiday gained more traction in 1938
when a trade organization, the National Council
for the Promotion of Father’s Day, which was
formed by men’s clothing retailers in New York
City, decided to take up the cause, according to
Consumer Rites: The Buying and Selling of
American Holidays (Princeton University Press,
1995).

Jokes Source: http://www.jokes4us.com/holidayjokes/
fathersdayjokes.html

In May of 1909, Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane,
Washington, sat in church listening to a Mother's
Day sermon. She decided she wanted to designate
a day for her dad, William Jackson Smart. Dodd’s
mother had died in childbirth, and Dodd’s father,
a Civil War veteran, had taken the responsibility
of singlehandedly raising the newborn and his
other five children.

President Lyndon Johnson issued the first
presidential proclamation honoring fathers in
1966, but it wasn't until 1972 that President
Richard Nixon signed the public law that made it
a permanent holiday. Since then, Father’s Day
has become a time to recognize the many
different father figures in our lives.

The following year, Dodd wanted to celebrate
Father’s Day on June 05th, her father’s birthday,
and petitioned for the holiday to be recognized in
her city. Needing more time to arrange the
festivities, Spokane’s mayor pushed the date back
by two weeks, and the first Father’s Day was
celebrated on June 19, 1910, according to the
Spokane Regional Convention and Visitor
Bureau.
At the first Father’s Day celebration, young
women handed out red roses to their fathers
during a church service, and large baskets full of
roses were passed around, with attendees
encouraged to pin on a rose in honor of their
fathers – red for the living and white in memory
of the deceased. Dodd then brought her infant son

**********
So, Happy Father’s Day to my Dad, who is my
favorite ‘big dog’ and thanks to God for all those
men before him who helped to support and raise
the children who are my ancestors.
***************************************
Steeple Repair Update
In April of last year the Session approved the
repair of our steeple by Southern Steeplejacks.
Because of a lot of rain last year and the
beginning of this year, the repairs were delayed.
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Well … the work was finally done on May 03rd
and 04th.

Pressure Washing

The Steeple before …

One of the Old Louvers
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Installing the New Louvers

*************************************
Some Bible Trivia Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Noah – Genesis 9:20-21
Abel – Genesis 4:2
Nimrod – Genesis 10:8-9
Cain – Genesis 4:2
Tubal-Cain – Genesis 4:22
Cain – Genesis 4:17
Jubal – Genesis 4:21
Jabal – Genesis 4:20

***************************************
Doings at Quaker Meadows
Presbyterian Church
Ministry with the Children
June 02 – Anita Woods (sermon), Christine
Rose (downstairs)
June 09th – Kathy Staton (sermon), Rita
Whisnant (downstairs)
June 16th – Ruth Pershing (sermon), Christine
Rose (downstairs)
June 23rd – Heather Kramer (sermon), Lelia
Bruder (downstairs)
June 30th Kathy Staton (sermon), Lelia Bruder
(downstairs)
nd

Steeple after the final painting.

Upcoming Events
Monday, June 10th – Circle # 1, Ruth Preston’s
home @ 10 a.m.
Tuesday, June 11th – May/June birthday lunch,
Judge's @ 11 a.m. Remember we go Dutch.
Invite a friend to join you.
Saturday, June 15th – Father’s Day cook out,
fellowship hall @ 5 p.m.
Monday, June 24th – Circle # 2, fellowship hall
at 6 p.m.
Birthdays
Ruth Preston – June 10th
Bennett Ross – June 26th
***************************************
Cover image: https: https://me.me/i/happy-fathers-day-to-allthe-big-dogs-happy-fathers-5977136
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