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For those of you who understand a chart better
than a bunch of numbers, below is the ‘picture’ of
our YTD finances for August 2017 (through week
3):

July and August
Financial Reports
We hope that you find this information helpful as
you pray for this congregation and evaluate your
giving and participation in the worship, work and
mission of this part of the Body of Christ.
Sincerely, the Session and Pastor

$10,000.00
$8,000.00

Tithes and Offerings needed for each week of this
year = $1,704.42. This figure is based on a total
2017 budget of $90,334.00 which was approved
by the Session.

Total Expenses (4 weeks)
resulting in an overage for
the month
AUGUST
Total Tithes and Offerings
needed (4 weeks)
Actual Tithes and Offerings
received (4 weeks)
This results in a budget
overage for this month
Total Expenses (4 weeks)
resulting in an overage for
the month

$6,000.00
$4,000.00
$2,000.00
Avg

Dec

Nov

Oct

Sep

Aug

Jul

Jun

Apr

May

Expenses

$7,573.00

Giving

($949.08)

***************************************
Session Highlights

$7,073.00

Stated Meeting – August 20th
The Session:
• Reviewed and approved the July financial
report
• Approved the Christian Education committee
to purchase (from their budget) one or more
bookshelves to replace the water damaged
ones in the children’s classrooms.
• Approved the donation of $25.00 to help rent
a table at the Family Day at Catawba Park on
Monday, September 25th, in cooperation with
the Oak Hill Church Collaborative. This is an
opportunity to be a positive presence in the
community.
**************************************
Some Bible Trivia

$500.00

$5,113.25
$7,157.00
$2,043.75
$3,588.00
$3,569.00

YEAR-TO-DATE
Total Tithes and Offerings
needed (30 weeks)
$57,950.11
Actual Tithes and Offerings
(30 weeks) received
$53,283.26
This results in a budget
shortage to this point
($4,666.85)
Total Expenses (30 weeks)
This results in an overage
to expenses for the year

Mar

$8,522.08

Feb

$0.00
Jan

JULY
Total Tithes and Offerings
needed (4 weeks)
Actual Tithes and Offerings
received (4 weeks)
This results in a budget
shortage for this month

2016 Expenses VS Giving

$12,000.00

1. Who laughed when she heard she would bear
a son in her old age?
2. Who was laughed at for claiming that a dead
girl was only asleep?
3. What prophetess led the women of Israel in a
victory dance?
4. Whose daughter was killed after she came
out dancing after his victory over the
Ammonites?

$47,237.00
$6,046.26
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animal and thinks it’s a wall. Another
grabs his ear and thinks it’s a fan. [. . .] On
they go, each grabbing a part of the
elephant without any of them knowing
what it is they really feel.

Scholarship Recipients

The point of the story? We are all blind men when
it comes to God. We know a part of him but we
don’t really know who he is. [. . . This] story is a
perfectly good description of human inability in
matters of the divine. We are blind and unable to
know God by our own devices. But the story
never considers this paradigm-shattering
question: what if the elephant talks?” (DeYoung,
2014).
On Sunday, July 30th, Brenna Daniel (granddaughter of Mary Lou and Jimmy Furr), received
a scholarship award from the Henry Harney
Scholarship Fund to attend Elizabeth State
University. With her in the photo above is Kenny
Harney, the brother of Henry Harney for whom
the scholarship fund is named. Brenna also
presented a speech she had written and delivered
as part of a Bible drill competition through
Burkemont Baptist Church. In that competition,
the students are given a topic (with a word, or
several sentences) and are asked to prepare a three
to six minute speech that they will write, and then
deliver to an audience from memory. Below is
that speech which we have permission to share
with the readers of this newsletter.

We live in a world with a known sovereign, and
that knowledge comes from the sovereign
himself. He tells us, in no uncertain terms, who
He is. How does God reveal His character?
Firstly, by His creation. Secondly, by His
miracles. Thirdly, by His Word.
Creation is the most unavoidable way in which
God informs us of His nature. As it says in
Romans 1:20, “For his invisible attributes,
namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of
the world. So they are without excuse.”
Everything in creation down to the smallest blade
of grass points upward, toward its designer. How
does it do so? Hebrews 11:3 states, “By faith we
understand that the universe was created by God’s
command, so that what is seen has been made
from things that are not visible.” Unbelievable as
it sounds, everything we see is a product of the
Word of God. If what we are surrounded by—our
whole universe—is merely the language of God,
how much greater is the One who speaks it? Every
human knows the wonder of nature, and by
extension, its maker.

The Great I AM: “The LORD Reigns!”
How do we know God? Think about it. We cannot
see Him. We cannot touch Him. He does not
audibly speak to us. Muslims believe we all know
God but have forgotten Him and merely need to
remember. Atheists claim that scientific evidence
reveals there is not a higher power. Pantheists
believe nature is God. Many argue that it is
impossible to know God at all. How do we reply?
Kevin DeYoung, in his recent book Taking God
at His Word, explains the answer using the tale of
six blind men and an elephant:
“There are six blind men touching an
elephant, trying to determine what it is
they feel. One man touches the belly of the

The second and rarest witness to God’s character
are His miracles. C. S. Lewis classified miracles
in two categories: Old and New Creation. The
former includes acts of God that remind us He is
the Master of creation, and the authority to
command it belongs to Him alone. The disciples’
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miraculous catch of fish and Jesus calming of the
Sea of Galilee can be categorized in this group.
On the other hand, “New Creation” miracles point
us towards the kingdom God has promised His
people, and reveal that He can fulfill His
promises. This group is comprised of miracles
such as the Transfiguration and Jesus walking on
water (Lewis, 1947). By demonstrating His ability
to command creation—and renew it—God makes
known both His authority and His purpose.

you why you should never forget: This awesome,
powerful God is ours. To close, I leave you with
this imperative from 1 Chronicles 16:
25
“For great is the LORD, and greatly to
be praised, and he is to be feared above all
gods.
26
For all the gods of the peoples are
worthless idols, but the LORD made the
heavens.
27
Splendor and majesty are before him;
strength and joy are in his place. […]
31
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth
rejoice, and let them say among the
nations, ‘The LORD reigns!’”
(End of the speech.)

Lastly, God has given us the Bible. Amazingly,
His character, will, and plan of redemption for
humanity are clearly explained in it. How
revolutionary is that? Christianity is set apart not
by the principles it perpetuates, the millennia of
church history it boasts, or the generosity it
commands. What sets Christianity apart is that our
God spoke to us, but He didn’t stop there. He
shrugged off His glory and took on our shape. He
sacrificed Himself for His people. Consider that.
God died for you. No believer in any other
religion can say that. This is what is
communicated by the Word of God. Perhaps with
a glance at nature, one could ignore its maker.
Even a miracle can be misinterpreted. The
message of the Bible, however, is not so easily
avoided. It is unapologetic, unrepentant, and
unyielding on this point: God is our sovereign, the
great I AM, and He loves us.

If you would like to read more from the people
Brenna used as sources for this speech, her
bibliography is below (excluding the Bible):
• DeYoung, Kevin. Taking God at His Word:
Why the Bible is Knowable, Necessary, and
Enough, and What that Means for You and
Me. Wheaton: Crossway, 2014. Print.
• Lewis, C. S. Miracles. London: G. Bles.,
1947. Web. Accessed 20 Feb. 2017.
• Piper, John. “I Am Who I Am.” Desiring God,
www.desiringgod.org. 16 Sept. 1984. Web.
Accessed 12 Feb. 2017.
**********

Why is it important that we know God’s character
and purposes? Because Paul himself declares in 1
Corinthians 15:14 that “if Christ has not been
raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith
is in vain.” If God is not all-powerful or the ruler
of creation, if He cannot deliver on His promises,
then our faith is foolish. So, we should have
confidence in Christianity not because it upholds
“good morals” or provides a community of
friends. We should have confidence in
Christianity because we know who God is. He is
strong enough to fashion a universe from nothing,
rule it, and somehow still enter that creation to
redeem it. He is strong enough to raise His Son
from the dead. These truths are displayed to us
through His creation, His miracles, and His Word.
It is easy to take them for granted. Let me remind
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On Sunday, August 13th, Clark Harney received a
scholarship from the Henry Harney Scholarship
Fund to attend Piedmont International University
in Winston-Salem. Clark is the nephew of Kenny
and Donna Harney (and Henry Harney for whom
the scholarships are named). He shared with us
that he feels called to preach and to work in
children’s ministry and also wants to teach
biblical history and theology.

Honoring Daisy Clement
Several years ago Daisy Clement, a member of
Quaker Meadows, moved to an assisted living
community in Illinois to be closer to her family.
Before she left, she passed on an unfinished quilt
to Virginia Whisnant. Ms. Virginia gave the quilt
to the ladies of the church to finish and after some
discussion about what to do with it, the suggestion
was made that we place the finished quilt in the
new fellowship.

**********

Things moved slowly for a while, but eventually
we got started on finishing Daisy’s quilt. With
direction from our resident quilt maker Anita
Woods, Grace Glenn and Lelia Bruder used one
of the church classrooms and helped Anita work
on it. Again, the work went slowly so Anita asked
to work on the quilt at her home. Grace and Lelia
agreed, and in a week Anita had the quilting
completed!
The only thing remaining to do then was the
binding. Ruth Preston's sister, Beverly Kuemin,
was in town from Michigan and, being a quilt
maker herself, volunteered to do the binding and
to place loops on the top for hanging.

Austin Staton, received a scholarship to attend
North Carolina State University. Upon
completion of this second year, he will complete
his agri-science degree and plans to begin
working with farm animals.

The Session approved the hang of the guilt in the
new fellowship hall and on Sunday, August 06th,
Mark Paul and Rich Bruder completed this project
by placing the quilt on a rod and hanging it.
We now have a beautiful piece of art to enjoy for
years to come and a way to remember Daisy as a
part of Quaker Meadows. Thanks to everyone
who worked on this quilt on behalf of Daisy and
thank you Daisy; we miss you.

Kalah Freeman (granddaughter of Rachel Marler)
Received a scholarship to attend Lenoir-Rhyne
University. She is studying nursing.
***************************************
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grocery store. Here are some pictures of that
adventure.

***************************************
Bible Trivia Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Back Row: Katelyn Reel, Naomi Kramer and
Ainsley Kramer; Front: Lauryn Reel

David (2 Samuel 6:14)
Sarah (Genesis 18:10-12)
Jesus (Matthew 9:23-24)
Miriam (Exodus 15:20)
Jephthah’s (Judges 11:34)

**************************************
Getting Our Young Ones
Involved in Local Missions
On Saturday, July 30th, we held a very
successful Chicken Pie/Country Ham Dinner
fundraiser for missions. Part of the money from
that event ($300.00) went to buy food to restock
our almost empty food pantry. The picture
below shows what it looked like before the
shopping trip to Aldi’s.

On Monday, July 31st, Heather Kramer and her
two daughters (Naomi and Ainsley), Rita
Whisnant and her two granddaughters (Katelyn
and Lauryn) and Donna Harney made a trip to the
6

The food pantry now.

In the end, there were four shopping carts (we say
buggies in the South) of food.

Just because our children went on a ‘field trip’ to
buy food for the pantry does not mean that we are
finished stocking it. As you can see, there is still
space on some of the shelves. So, if you bring
canned goods and non-perishable items to the
church on Sundays, we will see that those items
are added to shelves.
Thanks to the Presbyterian Women who
sponsored the Chicken Pie/Country Ham Dinner;
thanks to all who worked that evening at the
dinner and provided desserts; and thanks to all in
the community who came and ate the delicious
food. Your support of our missions outreach is
much appreciated.

All loaded up and ready to go to the church to
unload and restock the food pantry shelves. I also
heard that the children received a milk shake for
their efforts. Thank you girls for your
participation.

The rest of the money raised that evening will be
sent to the presbytery to provide funds for
educational scholarships for our partner churches
in Guatemala. We will send a total of $2,300.00.
7

They were in the upstairs of the new fellowship
hall …

VBS Fun!
On Saturday, August 19th six children (from left
to right in the photo below: Charlie Hinceman,
Ainsley Kramer, Katelyn Reel, Lauryn Reel,
Naomi Kramer and Phillip Pershing) and four
adults (Heather Kramer, Ruth Pershing, Christine
Rose and Rita Whisnant) went to various
locations on our church property as they
participated in Vacation Bible School Day.
They were in the sanctuary …

They were in the picnic shelter …

(In this picture the children are practicing one or
the songs they will sing on Homecoming Sunday
– August 27th.)
They were in the basement of the new fellowship
hall …

They ate lunch in the parking lot, in the shade of
our wonderful old oak tree …
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The theme for the day revolved around the
making of salvation bracelets. The salvation
bracelet is a popular tool used in evangelization to
children. This is in keeping with teaching
techniques of Jesus who used ordinary things
familiar to his audience to reinforce the truths he
was teaching. The most common version of the
Salvation Bracelet consists of a series of colored
beads strung onto a cord and then tied to form a
bracelet to be worn on the wrist. The traditional
bead colors and order are: black to represent sin,
red to represent Jesus’ blood, white to represent
cleansing and forgiveness, blue to represent
baptism, green to represent spiritual growth and
yellow to represent heaven.

Here is a list of items we still need for this year’s
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes:
• Children's scissors,
• Solar Calculators
• Markers
• Erasers,
• Band-Aids
• Clothes pins
• Toothbrushes
• Glue Sticks

Here is one of the bracelets our children made:

**************************************
The Pastor’s Ponderings
Below is an article titled “Words that Count” by
Stephanie Paulsell who teaches at Harvard
Divinity School. It is from the September 30,
2015 issue of The Christian Century.
I love this time of year, both at school and at
church. It's a season of regathering and ingathering and joyful reconnection with friends
after the summer's adventures. It's also a time
when our communities are enlivened by people
we meet for the first time. New students arrive
with fresh questions and ideas, new children turn
up in Sunday school, and visitors might drop by
hoping the church can help them find ways to be
of service. In these bright fall days, new energies
and hopes nearly crackle in the air.

VBS began with singing and a talk by Caroline
Reel about Neurofibromatosis (NF) 1 – the disease
which Lauryn has. The reason for this serious
conversation at the beginning of VBS is because
each of the children would be making multiple
salvation bracelets and then selling them for $2.00
after worship the next day to raise money for NF
research. On Sunday, August 20th, the children
raised $50.00!
The Session approved the selling of these
bracelets and is in complete support of our
children engaging in this ministry effort to help
other children.

It can also be an anxious time, because we want
the quality of our invitation to our communities to
match the hopeful expectations of those who
come through the door. Have we planned the right
programs, chosen the right curricula? As we
consider the invitation we hope to offer, it's worth

**************************************

1

For more information on NF see the Children’s Tumor
Foundation website @: http://www.ctf.org
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remembering the things that drew us to the life of
faith, the planned and the unplanned, the
organized and the accidental.

I did came close to the impact of a ‘minute for
mission’ offered by a leader of our church. He
began by talking about how he liked to wake up
before the sun rose because he felt closest to God
in the early morning stillness. The next morning,
I woke at 5:30 to find my daughter awake and
sitting at the window. “What are you doing?’ I
asked. “I'm watching for God, like John does,”
she replied.

Years ago I taught a course on religious education
with a gifted graduate student who recounted
aspects of her Jewish education for our mostly
Christian students. Her introduction to the
religious life of her community included being
invited by her teachers to lick honey from the
letters of the Hebrew alphabet, a practice that
dates back at least to the Middle Ages. This
delicious invitation to the study of Hebrew linked
study and sweetness forever in her imagination, as
her teachers hoped it would.

These feelings and convictions – that study is as
sweet as honey, that reading is as intimate and
mysterious as prayer, that we long for a glimpse
of God's presence and will wake up early to seek
it – are not easy to communicate, even in church.
It's hard to find the right words to express them.
But these early fall days, when our communities
feel the most porous, are an opportunity to try.
What matters most is our willingness to speak
with each other about the things that matter most
to us.

My own early memories of religious education
are not as promising of success. My first Sunday
school teacher was my mother, and my first
memories of church are of hiding and crying
under the child-sized tables because I didn't want
to share her with other children. The religious
education that mattered most was the one I
received with my sister under the crook of our
mother's arm as she read to us. Our sacred texts
were works by Dr. Seuss, Mother Goose, Ezra
Jack Keats, and Maurice Sendak. The ritual of
settling in together, the repeated readings of the
same stories, and the closeness of our mother
bathed everything she read to us in a kind of
sacredness. Snuggled up together on the couch or
in bed, it felt as if we had all the time in the world
to roll the words on our tongues, feel their
rhythms in our bodies, and discover the secrets
that a well-drawn picture could hold. My mother
gave me the foundation of my religious life – the
feeling of having embarked on something of
inexhaustible significance, something we would
never finish or solve, an open-ended mystery we
could seek in our books and, in Sendak's phrase,
in “the world all around.”

The Christian calendar gives us a saint for this
work: St. Jerome, the fourth-century scholar
whose translations of the Old and New
Testaments formed the basis of the Latin Vulgate.
September 30th is the feast day of this patron saint
of translators who stands at the threshold of our
rich religious inheritance and beckons us to enter.
Jerome devoted his life to making scriptures first
written in Hebrew and Greek available in a
different language. His work of translation is our
work too. As Jerome knew, our attempts to cross
the boundaries of language draw us into
relationship with others – in Jerome's case, with
the rabbis who taught him to read the Hebrew text
and with the women who supported his work and
shared his devotion to prayer and study. His
translations opened the Bible to the people of his
time and place and far beyond it. And his work of
translation opened him to others' lives. This fall
we have an opportunity to translate and to be
translated, to find words for what matters most to
us, and to be changed by the encounter with what
matters to others.

When my daughter was a little girl, I could never
predict what invitation she would hear at church.
Like my mother, I was my daughter's first Sunday
school teacher, and I always hoped that the stories
and songs we shared in class would invite my kids
into an exploration of life with God. But nothing

**********
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were assigned names according to their ordinal
numbers – Quintilis is the fifth month, Sextilis is
the sixth month, and so on.

Over the next month, members of this
congregation will participate in some cooperative
ministry efforts with other Christians in this
community: (1) blessing of the backpacks at the
Oak Hill Elementary School and (2) working a
table at the Family Day at Catawba Park – both
with the Oak Hill Church Collaborative**, and (3)
working a booth at the Historic Morganton
Festival with members from First Presbyterian of
Morganton, Green Street Presbyterian and The
Waldensian Presbyterian Church of Valdese.
Through these events, and many others like them,
we have an opportunity to talk about what matters
to us. We have the opportunity to share what God
has done in our lives and invite people to join us
in the worship and service of God – who has done
so much for us.

It wasn’t until 45 BC, when Julius Caesar
introduced the Julian calendar (named after
Caesar, himself), that the year grew to include two
more months, January and February. Quintilis and
Sextilis were later renamed to July and August in
honor of Julius Caesar and Augustus Caesar –
giving us our current calendar order.
***************************************
Some Church Sign Wisdom

Who knows what a small gesture or simple words
might do in the life of the people we come into
contact with this month in these efforts and in the
daily living each of us does in this community.
May God make all our fellowship together and
our witness from him in the community to be as
sweet as honey in our lives.

Pastor Yvonne

** The Oak Hill Church Collaborative was
organized by Rev. Shannon LaMaster-Smith and
her husband, Jonathan, (of Oak Hill United
Methodist) as a way for the churches of the Oak
Hill community to share resources and work
together to meet some of the needs of our common
community. Currently, members from St. Mary’s
and St. Stephen’s Episcopal, Willow Tree AME
and our congregation have participated with the
Methodists in some of the outreach events.
***************************************
Did You Know?
September was the seventh month in the original
Roman republican calendar. The name is from the
Latin, septem, which means ‘seven’. The Roman
calendar was only ten months long and included
the following months – Martius, Aprilis, Maius,
Junius, Quintilis, Sextilis, September, October,
November, and December. The last six months
11

will need to refer to this Control Number. The
caller then gives you a 6 digit number. “Do you
need me to read it again?”

Credit Card Scam
Publisher's Note: “I received this the other day,
and wanted to pass the info on to you, now that
school is starting back, everyone will most likely
be using their credit cards a lot, I thought this
would be worthwhile information to pass on to
you, the consumer.”

Here's the important part on how the scam
works: The caller then says, “I need to verify you
are in possession of your card.” He'll ask you to
turn your card over and look for some numbers.”
There are 7 numbers; and the first 4 are part of
your card number, the last 3 are the Security
Numbers that verify you are the possessor of the
card. These are the numbers you sometimes use to
make internet purchases to prove you have the
card. The caller will ask you to read the last 3
numbers to him. After you tell the caller the 3
numbers, he’ll say, “That is correct, I just needed
to verify that the card has not been lost or stolen,
and that you still have your card. Do you have any
other questions?”

This is very clever, please read carefully. This is
a heads up for everyone regarding the latest in
Visa Fraud.
Royal Bank received this communication about
the newest scam. This is happening in the
Midwest right now and moving across the
country.
This one is pretty slick, since they provide you
with all the information, except the one piece they
want. Note, the callers do not ask for your card
number; they already have it. By understanding
how the VISA & MasterCard telephone credit
card scam works, you’ll be better prepared to
protect yourself. One of our employees was called
on Wednesday from ‘Visa’, and I was called on
Thursday from ‘MasterCard.’

After you say no, the caller then thanks you and
states, “Don’t hesitate to call back if you do” and
hangs up.
You actually say very little, and they never ask for
or tell you the card number. But after we were
called on Wednesday, we called back within 20
minutes to ask a question. We were glad we did!
The real VISA Security Department told us it was
a scam and in the last 15 minutes a new purchase
of $497.99 was charged to our card. We made a
real fraud report and closed the VISA account.
VISA is reissuing us a new number.

The Scam Works like This:
The person calling says: “This is (name) and I’m
calling from the Security and Fraud Department
at VISA. My Badge number is 12460, your card
has been flagged for an unusual purchase pattern,
and I’m calling to verify. This would be on your
VISA card which was issued by (name of bank).
Did you purchase an Anti-Telemarketing Device
for $497.99 from a marketing company based in
Arizona?” When you say “No”, the caller
continues with, “Then we will be issuing a credit
to your account. This is a company we have been
watching, and the charges range from $297 to
$497, just under the $500 purchase pattern that
flags most cards. Before your next statement, the
credit will be sent to (gives you your address). Is
that correct?” You say “Yes”. The caller
continues, “I will be starting a Fraud
Investigation, if you have any questions, you
should call the 1-800 number listed on the back of
your card. (1-800-Visa) and ask for Security. You

What the scammer wants is the 3-digit code
number on the back of the card. Don’t give it to
them. Instead, tell them you’re calling VISA or
MasterCard directly for verification of their
conversation.
The real VISA told us that they will never ask for
anything on the card, as they already know the
information, since they issued the card! If you
give the scammer your 3 security code, you think
you’re receiving a credit. However, by the time
you get your statement you’ll see charges for
purchases you didn’t make, and by then it’s
almost too late and/or more difficult to actually
file a fraud report.
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What makes this more remarkable is that on
Thursday, I got a call from a “Jason Richardson
of MasterCard” with a word-for-word repeat of
the VISA Scam. This time I didn’t let him finish.
I hung up! We filed a police report, as instructed
by VISA. The police said they are taking several
of these reports daily. They also urged us to tell
everybody we know that this scam is happening.

essentially spitting in the faces and on the graves
of real men, men who have actually done
something for this country besides playing with a
ball and believing they’re something special!!!
They’re not!! My Marines and soldiers were!!!
You are complicit in this! You’ll fine players for
large and small infractions but you lack the moral
courage and respect for our nation and the fallen
to put an immediate stop to this. Yes, I know, it's
their 1st Amendment right to behave in such a
despicable manner. What would happen if they
came out and disrespected you or the refs
publicity? I observed a player getting a personal
foul for twerking in the end zone after scoring. I
guess that’s much worse than disrespecting the
flag and our National Anthem. Hmmmmm, isn’t
it his 1st Amendment right to express himself like
an idiot in the end zone?

Another caller dealt with a similar situation
another morning, with the caller telling them that
$3,097 had been charged to their account for plane
tickets to Spain, and so on through the above
routine. It appears that this is a very active scam,
and evidently quite successful.
***************************************
The NFL and the US Flag
I don’t think this could have been any better and
it definitely is about time someone said it.
Hopefully, this will go out over every computer
and every household in the U.S. and maybe, just
maybe, these sports people will get the message
of just how ridiculous they are to disrespect our
flag, and how little what they do in sports
compared to what our great military has done for
this country.

Why is taunting the other team not allowed yet
taunting America is ok? You fine players for
wearing 9-11 commemorative shoes, yet you
allow scum on the sidelines to sit, kneel or pump
their pathetic fist in the air. They are so deprived
with their multi-million dollar contracts for
playing a (explicit) game!
You condone it all by your refusal to act. You’re
just as bad and disgusting as they are. I hope
Americans boycott any sponsor who supports that
rabble you call the NFL. I hope they turn off the
TV when any team that allowed this disrespect to
occur, without consequence, on the sidelines. I
applaud those who have not.

NFL Protesting the Flag – Powerful!!!
Retired Marine Col. Jeffery Powers wrote to the
NFL Commissioners the following letter:
Commissioners, I’ve been a season pass holder at
Yankee Stadium, Yale Bowl and Giants Stadium.
I missed the ‘90-91 season because I was with a
battalion of Marines in Desert Storm. Fourteen of
my wonderful Marines returned home with the
American Flag draped across their lifeless bodies.
My last conversation with one of them, Sgt.
Garrett Mongrella was about how our Giants were
going to the Super Bowl. He never got to see it.

Legends and heroes do not wear shoulder pads.
They wear body armor and carry rifles. They
make minimum wage and spend months and years
away from their families. They don’t do it for an
hour on Sunday. They do it 24/7 often with lead,
not footballs, coming in their direction. They
watch their brothers carted off in pieces, not on a
gurney go get their knee iced. They don’t even
have ice! Many don’t have legs or arms.

Many friends, Marines, and Special Forces
Soldiers, who worked with or for me through the
years returned home with the American Flag
draped over their coffins. Now I watch multimillionaire athletes who never did anything in
their lives but play a game, disrespect what brave
Americans fought and died for. They are

Some wear blue and risk their lives daily on the
streets of America. They wear fire helmets and go
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upstairs into the fire rather than down to safety.
On 9-11, hundreds vanished. They are the heroes.
I hope that your high paid protesting pretty boys
and you look in that mirror when you shave
tomorrow and see what you really are, legends in
your own minds. You need to hit the road and take
those worms with you!

hard. His only son, Vincent, who used to help him,
was in prison. The old man wrote a letter to his
son and described his predicament:
Dear Vincent,
I am feeling pretty sad, because it looks like I
won’t be able to plant my tomato garden this year.
I’m just getting too old to be digging up a garden
plot. I know if you were here my troubles would
be over. I know you would be happy to dig the
plot for me, like in the old days.
Love Papa

Time to change the channel.
Col. Powers originally sent his letter to former
Florida Congressman Allen West. West then
posted the letter on his news website. As of last
week, at least 18 NFL players had protested the
National Anthem by either kneeling during the
anthem or raising their fists, according to USA
Today Sports.

A few days later he received a letter from his son.
Dear Pop,
Don’t dig up that garden. That’s where the bodies
are buried.
Love, Vinnie

***************************************
My Living Will

At 4 a.m. the next morning, FBI agents and local
police arrived and dug up the entire area without
finding any bodies. They apologized to the old
man and left. That same day the old man received
another letter from his son.

Last night, my kids and I were sitting in the living
room and I said to them, “I never want to live in a
vegetative state, dependent on some machine and
fluids from a bottle. If that ever happens just pull
the plug.”

Dear Pop,
Go ahead and plant the tomatoes now. That’s the
best I could do under the circumstances.
Love you, Vinnie

They got up, unplugged the computer and threw
out my wine!! The little devils.
***************************************
Secrets to a Long Happy Marriage
An old woman was sipping on a glass of wine,
while sitting on the patio with her husband, and
she says, “I love you so much, I don’t know how
I could ever live without you.”
Her husband asks, “Is that you, or the wine
talking?”
She replies, “It’s me ... talking to the wine.”
***************************************
Did you know? Line dancing was started by
women waiting to use the bathroom.

***************************************
Don’t let aging get you down. It’s too hard to get
back up.

***************************************
Tomato Garden

***************************************
I really think tossing and turning at night should
be counted as exercise.

An elderly Italian man lived alone in New Jersey.
He wanted to plant his annual tomato garden, but
it was very difficult work, since the ground was

***************************************
Bureaucrats cut red tape … lengthwise.
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Horse Thief Harry Rides Again

A Pastor with Guts!

Judy Wallman, a professional genealogy
researcher in Southern California, was doing
some personal work on her own family tree. She
discovered that Senator Harry Reid’s great-great
uncle, Remus Reid, was hanged for horse stealing
and train robbery in Montana in 1889.

Thought you might enjoy this interesting prayer
given in Kansas at the opening session of their
Senate. It seems prayer still upsets some people.
When Minister Joe Wright was asked to open the
new session of the Kansas Senate, everyone was
expecting the usual generalities; but, this is what
they heard:

Both Judy and Harry Reid share this common
ancestor. The only known photograph of Remus
shows him standing on the gallows in Montana
Territory. On the back of the picture Judy
obtained during her research is this inscription:
“Remus Reid, horse thief, sent to Montana
Territorial Prison 1885, escaped 1887, robbed the
Montana Flyer six times, caught by Pinkerton
detectives, convicted and hanged in 1889.

Heavenly Father, we come before you today to
ask your forgiveness and to seek your direction
and guidance. We know Your Word says, “Woe
to those who call evil good”, but that is exactly
what we have done. We have lost our spiritual
balance and reversed our values. We have
exploited the poor and called it the lottery. We
have rewarded laziness and called it welfare. We
have killed our unborn and called it choice. We
have shot abortionists and called it justifiable. We
have neglected to discipline our children and
called it building self-esteem. We have abused
power and called it politics. We have coveted our
neighbor’s possessions and called it ambition. We
have polluted the air with profanity and
pornography and called it freedom of expression.
We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our
forefathers, and called it enlightenment.

Judy recently e-mailed Senator Harry Reid for
information about their great-great uncle. Believe
it or not, Harry Reid’s staff sent back the
following biographical sketch for her genealogy
research:
“Remus Reid was a famous cowboy in Montana
Territory. His business empire grew to include
acquisition of valuable equestrian assets and
intimate dealings with the Montana railroad.
Beginning in 1883, he devoted several years of his
life to government service, finally taking leave to
resume his dealings with the railroad. In 1887, he
was a key player in a vital investigation run by the
renowned Pinkerton Detective Agency. In 1889,
Remus passed away during an important civic
function held in his honor when the platform upon
which he was standing collapsed.”

Search us, O God, and know our hearts today;
cleanse us every sin and set us free. Amen!
The response was immediate. A number of
legislators walked out during the prayer in protest.
In 6 short weeks, Central Christian Church, where
Rev. Wright is pastor, logged more than 5,000
phone calls with only 47 of those calls responding
negatively. The church is now receiving
international requests for copies of this prayer
from, India, Africa, and Korea.

Now that’s how it’s done, folks!! That’s a real
political spin on history!!!
***************************************
A young man repaid his great-grandmother for a
loan she had given him. When she went to cash
the check, the cashier told her she had to endorse
it, so she wrote on the back, “He's a wonderful
boy.”

With the Lord’s help, may this prayer sweep over
our nation and wholeheartedly become our desire
so that we again can be called ‘One Nation under
God.’
***************************************

***************************************
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Orange Coconut Balls

Daisy
James Crane worked on the 101st floor of Tower
One of the World Trade Center. He is blind so he
has a golden retriever named Daisy. After the
plane hit 20 stories below on September 11, 2001,
James knew that he was doomed, so he let Daisy
go, out of an act of love. She darted away into the
darkened hall way. Choking on the fumes of the
jet fuel and the smoke, James was just waiting to
die. About 30 minutes later, Daisy came back
along with James’ boss, who Daisy just happened
to pick up on the 112th floor. On her first run of
the building, she leads James, James’ boss, and
about 300 more people out of the doomed
building. But she wasn’t through yet, she knew
there were others who were trapped. So, highly
against James’ wishes she ran back in the
building. On her second run, she saved 392 lives.
Again she went back in. During this run, the
building collapsed.

3 cups finely crushed vanilla wafers
2 cups flaked coconut
1 cup pecans, finely chopped
1 (6 oz) can orange juice concentrate, thawed
Combine ingredients and shape into bite-sized
balls. If desired, roll in crushed vanilla wafer
crumbs. Refrigerate in airtight container.
***************************************
A man walked into a bar and ordered several
martinis. After each one, he removed the olive and
put it in a jar. After 2 hours, the bartender gave in
and asked. “Why do you keep doing that?”
“Because,” the man slurred, “my wife sent me out
for a jar of olives.”

James heard this and falls on his knees into tears.
Against all known odds, however, Daisy made it
out alive, but this time she is carried by a
firefighter. “She led us right to the people, before
she got injured” the fireman explained. Her final
run saved another 273 lives. She suffered acute
smoke inhalation, severe burns on all four paws,
and a broken leg, but she saved 967 lives.
Daisy is the first civilian canine to win the Medal
of Honor of New York City.

***************************************
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